Organic Farming Brings Community Together
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arv Rees of Good Seed Organic
Farm in Hanford, California,
is passionate about local organic
farming. Initially motivated to become
agricultural missionaries and teach
overseas, Marv and his wife, Kim, came
to King’s County to study agriculture.
They wanted to do “Whatever they could
to help others and facilitate third world
development.” As their young family
grew, they realized they might not be
able to follow that calling. Instead, Marv
obtained a teaching credential and
Masters in Agriculture and has held many
roles within the agricultural industry
since, including teaching, agricultural
insurance
and
human
resource
management. Eventually, Marv and Kim
decided to “go back to their roots” and
returned to farming.
At the time, there were no Community
Supported Agriculture (CSA) programs
in Hanford and very few organic growers
in the county. Marv saw the demand
for more organic produce in central
California’s vast farm country and knew
there was a strong market for a CSA
program.

Good Seed Organic Farm, Genesis
Organic Farm and the Discovery
Gardens Program collaborate to
provide fresh fruits and vegetables
to the local community
In 2011, Marv and Kim followed their
passions and teamed up with long-time
friends, Jeannie and Ted Williams, to start
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Good Seed Organic Farm, managed by Marv Rees, grows 26 different crops
as part of a Community Supported Agriculture program
Good Seed Organic Farm, a subscriptionbased CSA program. Jeannie and Ted
operate Genesis Organic Farm, a U-Pick
fruit orchard, as well as Discovery
Gardens, a program designed for
people of all ages who are interested in
where their food comes from and enjoy
growing their own gardens. Families and
individuals alike can rent bed space and
Jeannie provides planting instructions
and all the supplies growers need to get
started. The goal is to teach new growers
the skills they need to start gardens of
their own.
The Williamses had five acres they were
not using so they felt Good Seed Organic
Farm was a good fit to share their land.
Now in its fourth season, the CSA program
has a growing number of active members

The farm enjoys the support
and energy of working with
military families from nearby
naval base, NAS Lemoore
who order weekly fresh produce baskets
online. About one-third of the program’s
members participate in a “work-share”
program which allows them to work
8 hours a month in exchange for a
discount on their basket price. The
farm enjoys the support and energy of
working with military families from one
of America’s premier naval air bases
nearby NAS Lemoore, who are frequently
out on weekends weeding and
providing other kinds of needed labor.
Continued...

Every two weeks Marv also applies
a “soup” he concocts to the farm’s
established crops. The soup contains a
number of ingredients which includes
Westbridge’s Organic BioLink® Cal Plus
7%, Organic BioLink® Micronutrients,
and Organic BioLink® Manganese.
Marv attributes use of this soup to the
continued quality of his crops and the
dramatic growth of Jeannie’s pluot trees
over the past three years.

Marv Rees and Dr. Larry Parker, of Westbridge Agricultural Products,
discuss Good Seed Organic Farm’s organic crop programs
Marv commented that it is not unusual
to find navy spouses and skilled pilots
out with their families doing difficult
farm work.
In June, Dr. Larry Parker and Heather
Morois,
both
from
Westbridge
Agricultural Products, met with Marv
in the fields of Good Seed Organic
Farm, to discuss his work in community
supported agriculture, the challenges of
organic growing, and his long-term use
of Westbridge’s Organic TRIGGRR® and
Organic BioLink® nutritional products.
Good Seed Organic Farm currently grows
26 different crops, planted strategically
to provide plentiful in-season fruits and
vegetables throughout the growing
seasons. According to Marv, his goal is
to “plant something new every week of
the year.” With that kind of ambitious
schedule, Marv relies on efficient
tools and programs to help manage
his assortment of crops. He has used
Organic TRIGGRR® since the beginning
and has found it to be an invaluable tool
for his growing needs. In fact, Marv told
Dr. Parker, head of R&D for Westbridge,
that he is “afraid to grow without it.”

®

Organic TRIGGRR® is a proprietary
product of Westbridge containing
auxiliary soil and plant substances for
improved uptake. It may be used, as
Marv does, on most food crops, including
vegetables and fruit trees, and at every
stage of the crops’ productive life.
Good Seed Organic Farm transplants
80% of what it grows. Transplanting
helps to control plant populations and
helps the farm “stay ahead of the weeds,”
which can be a challenge in organic
farming. Marv uses Organic TRIGGRR®
as a root dip in his transplants and has
seen only a 2% loss after transplanting,
in large part due to the dip. “It’s amazing
how quickly the transplants take off,”
Marv says. Larry Parker explains that
Marv’s transplant success rate stems
from the fact that Organic TRIGGRR®
applied in transplant water helps to
strengthen and maintain the plant’s root
system and reduce transplant shock.
For best results, it should be re-applied
10-14 days after transplant. Dr. Parker
further explains that Organic TRIGGRR®
is key in increasing plant vigor which can
lead to increased leaf area, enhancing
photosynthesis.

Marv is especially proud of his sweet
carrots, which are a popular crop on the
farm. He says they are “just fabulous,”
and his customers tell him they have
the best tasting carrots around.

Organic TRIGGRR® applied
in transplant water helps to
strengthen and maintain the
plant’s root system and reduce
transplant shock

Good Seed Organic Farm, Genesis
Organic Farm and Discovery Gardens
programs offer members access to a
variety of fresh fruits, vegetables, and
educational programs for the entire
family. “There’s something there for
everyone.”
Westbridge has a long tradition of
working together with community
supported agriculture. In fact, for many
years Westbridge has been a subscriber
to a San Diego-based CSA and brings in
organic fruit and vegetables weekly for
its employees at no cost.
For more information about Westbridge
products or programs, call (800) 876-2767
or visit www.westbridge.com.
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